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Welcome to the July issue of our Newsletter   

  

The John Daniel Cup Golf Day, 5th May 
Ben Hollick writes: 
This was the fifth time this event has been held.  I invited nine teams of 
four to play 'Texas Scramble' golf at Highworth Nine Hole Golf Course.  
We were fortunate to have lovely sunny weather and people were really 
excited to play in this event.  For the first time we had an all ladies team, 
who acquitted themselves well.  

 

Afterwards there was 
a raffle and there were 
many, many prizes.  
Nearly everyone was a 
winner!  
 

Delicious food was 
provided by Christine 
Daniel and Lesley  
Hillier and other  
ladies.   
 

We raised ₤829, and I 
know Danny would 
have been pleased to 
see everyone there 
having a good time. 

This year sees the 30th anniversary of the founding of the North 
Wiltshire Group.  We continue to be active, made possible by the 
enthusiasm and generosity of many supporters.  Some of their  
fabulous stories are recorded here.  Your support, large or small, 
helps us to make a difference for local people living with MND. 

New Video Raises Awareness of MND 
The MND Association launched a video on YouTube to mark Global 
Awareness Day on 21st June.  The video highlights the impact that MND 
has on people, and how by working together we can reach our ultimate 
goal of a world free of MND.  See the video on YouTube at 
https://www.mndassociation.org/news-and-events/latest-news/global-mnd-
awareness-day-2018  and follow links. 

https://www.mndassociation.org/news-and-events/latest-news/global-mnd-awareness-day-2018
https://www.mndassociation.org/news-and-events/latest-news/global-mnd-awareness-day-2018
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Poppydown Quilters raise £550 
We are a group of 30 ladies who love patchwork and quilting.  Throughout 
the year we have workshops and guest speakers and outings to fabric  
centres!  Once a year we hold an annual Patchwork day in the memorial hall 
in Bassett to meet other quilters in the area.  This year we sold 100 tickets.  
We always support local charities, and this year it was our local MND Group 
and the Willows counselling service.  There is a bit more info on our website, 
Poppydown Quilters.  On the day we also raffled a quilt and we made up 45 
kilner jars with sewing related items as another raffle.  So the £10 ticket and 

the raffles helped to raise the funds.  
Our guest speaker showed us lots of 
her lovely quilts.  There were also two 
lovely traders present for us to buy 
more fabric.  A great day ended with 
tea and homemade cake! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Friendship is a Marathon 
 

Hugh Smethurst really only became aware 
of MND when his old friend Huw Roberts, a 
former pilot, was diagnosed 2½ years ago. 
 

Hugh wrote on his Just Giving page, 
‘I hoped that by running the Brighton Mara-
thon on 15th April I could raise awareness 
of the disease, raise money for the MND 
Association which will go to research and 
care, and perhaps also show that others are 
thinking of those who have MND.’  Hugh 
raised £660.  Well done! 
 
 
 
 
 

 Your Activities 

Hugh is on the right 
with the MNDA tabard 

Brenda Evans presents the 
cheque to Barbara, our Secretary 
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On fire for MNDA 
 

A Devizes family affected by MND have been busy fundraising on a grand 
scale.  Having raised an amazing £6,800 for local people with MND at a 
recent ball, the Taylor family are adding to their contribution with three 
more events this summer.  The first took place at Devizes Fire Station on 
June 23rd where a car wash event raised £661 which will be shared  
between North Wiltshire Group, MNDA and the Fire Services Charity. 
 

The second is a joint venture between Iain and daughter Megan who are 
celebrating their birthdays and asking for donations to the Group rather 
than gifts.  Link to the Just Giving page is: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/iainandmegantaylor71 
 

The third event is a cycle ride that Iain and five fire service colleagues are 
undertaking on 5th July from London to Mayenne in France.  All donations 
will be shared between North Wiltshire Group and the Fire Services  
Charity.  Link to the Virgin Money giving page is:  
https://bit.ly/2L1ipJ8 
 

 Your Activities 

The car wash brigade 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/iainandmegantaylor71
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=2018TourtoMayenne&pageUrl=19&isTeam=true
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 North Wilts Group News 

Carers’ Week 11th-17th June 2018 
The Group sent out this pretty card to recognise the vital, unsung work of 
carers during this year’s Carers’ Week.  The wording was, ‘We just wanted 
to say we are thinking of you and always here if you need us’.  We also took 
the opportunity to remind carers that we hold regular Support Group  

Meetings, which are a 
good place to meet up  
informally over a cup of 
tea, to share ideas, meet 
other members or for a 
change of view!   

Celebrating our volunteers 
Some of our volunteers enjoyed a lovely evening at Cheltenham Race 
Course on June 4th, celebrating MND Association volunteers in the south-
west.  We met up with our neighbours, the MND Association South Wilts 

Group.  Between us, 
three members  
received their long 
service awards too.  
It was a wonderful 
privilege to meet the 
Princess Royal,  
Royal Patron of the 
Association. 
 
 
 
 

Jo & Alison (left &  
centre) and Sophie from 
South Wilts hold their 
long service awards. 

https://www.facebook.com/mndassociation/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/volunteers
https://www.facebook.com/MNDASouthWilts/
https://www.facebook.com/MNDASouthWilts/
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/longservice
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/longservice
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North Wilts Group at the South Regional Conference 
MND Association staff, volunteers and people affected my MND gathered 
at the Holiday Inn Bristol for this year's regional conference. 
 

Topics covered included the work of the Association, meeting needs of 
people with MND, a presentation on research and an interactive session 
by the Campaigns team on supporting people now and in the future.  
North Wiltshire Group members Alison Aviss and Heather Smith talked 
about the process of gaining support from Swindon and Wiltshire councils 
who have both signed up to the MND charter.  They followed on by  
confirming the need for specialist MND support in the community and 
plans to pursue a permanent post in Swindon. 
 

Exhibition stands with Association and supplier information were available 
during the breaks.  The North Wiltshire Group took advantage by  
displaying their 2017 impact report and 2018 action plan which attracted 
interest from other groups and branches. 
 

The conference was brought to a close with a presentation and vote of 
thanks to the retiring Chair of Trustees, Alan Owen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Group was pleased to welcome Nick Goldup, 
the new Director of Care Improvement at the MND 
Association, to our May meeting.  Nick talked about 
future plans for care and information. 

Local support for local people 

 North Wilts Group News 

Left to right: Group 
members Barbara, Jo, 
Anita, Alison and 
Heather in front of our 
stand at the Confer-
ence 
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N Wilts Group website 
www.mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk 
 

N Wilts Group contact 
info@mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk 
or phone MND Connect 
 

Facebook  http://www.facebook.com/
MNDNorthWiltshire 
 

Twitter  @MNDNorthWilts  
 

Letters will be forwarded from:   
North Wiltshire Group, c/o MNDA,  
PO Box 246, Northampton NN1 2PR 
 

MND Connect 0808 802 6262 
 

MNDA national website 
www.mndassociation.org 
 

MNDA Volunteering Team 
01604 611681 
 

MND Benefits Advice Service 
0808 8010620 
 

Neil Drinkwater, MNDA Regional Care  
Development Adviser, email 
neil.drinkwater@mndassociation.org 
mob: 07831 349398 
 

Prospect Hospice  01793 813355 
 

Dorothy House  01225 722988 

 Useful Contacts  What’s On? 

 

We hold support meetings in  
Swindon at The Lawns Community 
Centre, Guildford Road, Swindon, 
from 2pm-4pm.  The next meetings 
will be 19th September & 18th  
October.   
Contact Susanne Webb, email  
susanne.webb@gmail.com 
 

Alison Aviss, Anita Creamer & Martin 
Brown hold support meetings at 
Seend Community Centre, Rusty 
Lane, Seend, Melksham SN12 6NS 
from 2pm-4pm.  The next meetings 
will be 28th August & 23rd October.   
Contact Anita Creamer, email 
anitacreamer@mndnorthwiltshire. 
org.uk 
 

All sessions are drop in. Come along 
to share ideas, meet other members or 
for a change of view!  Volunteer  
helpers also welcome. 

28th August 
Seend Support Meeting, Community Centre 
 

19th September 
Swindon Support Meeting, The Lawns 
 

18th October 
Swindon Support Meeting, The Lawns 
 

23rd October 
Seend Support Meeting, Community Centre 

Support  Meetings 

The deadline for submission for the next 
issue of the Newsletter will be  
20th September 2018. 
 

The editor would love to receive your 
news, comment and photos for  
inclusion: please email him on 
info@mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk 
 

To unsubscribe from this newsletter 
email your name and ‘unsubscribe’ to 
secretary@mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk 

 Things to Know 

Holidays lets for wheelchair users 
Holidays for people with a disability and 
their families can be difficult.  One of our 
friends wished to draw this venue to our 
attention.  (Please note, neither the  
Association nor the Group is in a position 
to verify any statements made.) 
 

Homeleigh Country Cottages is situated 
near the village of Red Roses, Carmar-
thenshire SA34 0PN.  The accommodation 
is designed around the accessibility needs 
and comfort of wheelchair users and their 
carers.  Disabled aids are available.  It is 
advertised as ‘Access Category One  
Independent Disabled’. 
 

Contact Mrs Morfydd Turner 
tel.   01834 831765 
email:   enquiries@homeleigh.org 
website:   www.homeleigh.org 

http://www.mndnorthwilts.org

