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Welcome to this issue of our Newsletter
North Wiltshire Group – Our Impact in 2017
As a Group, we are very proud and committed to represent the Motor
Neurone Disease Association and assist in delivering its aims in our local
area. To help us to do this effectively, we develop our own action plan to
help us focus our activities, to help make the most of our resources and
skills and to provide a mechanism to identify and celebrate our successes.
How did we do?

The 2017 plan detailed 46 individual actions

44 actions were successfully completed - a 96% achievement rate

Collectively, our Group volunteers gave over 5,000 hours of their
time. If the c 5,000 hours given by our volunteers were paid at the
UK living wage hourly rate the annual cost would be close to
£40,000!

We welcomed two new Association Visitors, Dawn Beckett and
Jenny Butler, enabling us to increase the reach of our direct
support to those affected by this disease

Unfortunately, we have been unsuccessful in finding volunteers to
form a fundraising team so the search continues
Here are some examples of our achievements:

We directly supported over 50 local families affected by MND and
worked closely with local health and social care providers to
ensure a coordinated approach to care

Provided £6,437 in financial assistance to local families towards
the cost of home adaptations, specialist equipment and quality of
life improvement

We were pleased to support a Health Care Professionals study day
in Devizes held during May which provided valuable information on
care for pwMND.

In collaboration with a local pwMND and his councilor we were
successful in gaining adoption of the MND Charter by Wiltshire
Council & Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group.

In October, we focused on raising awareness of the financial implications of having MND by meeting with a local MP and attending
the Parliamentary Reception which was also attended by two of our
regional MPs
[continued on page 2
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In November we held an evening of music and dance, Make Now
Different. It was a huge success and well worth all the hard work
to stage it (see page 4)
2017 has been another year of amazing fundraising support by local people.
Some notable examples included:
A sponsored hair cut by Summer Regan
A parachute jump by Alison Evans
Walk the Thames by Simon Bond and Stuart Galvin
Ride Wiltshire 62 mile bike ride by Paul Aviss
All these achievements have only been possible due to the dedication and
commitment of the volunteers who make up the North Wiltshire Group team
and share a common goal to make a real and positive difference to all those
affected by MND in our area. Our grateful thanks go to all who have raised
money and awareness for our work during 2017. Thank you all so much for
your continued support.
If you would like to help us with this important work we would love to hear
from you. Please contact us at info@mndnorthwiltshire.co.uk or call us on
08457 626262.


New Support Group for North and West Wiltshire
We are delighted to confirm the start of a new Support Group for all those
affected by Motor Neurone Disease in the North and West Wiltshire areas.
The meetings will be held on Tuesdays at: Seend Community Centre,
Rusty Lane, Seend, Melksham SN12 6NS. Meetings in 2018 will be from
2.00pm – 4.00pm on the following dates: 20th March, 8th May, 3rd July,
28th August, 23rd October, 11th December.
The meetings will be jointly hosted by Association Visitors Alison Aviss, Anita
Creamer and Martin Brown. We very much hope you will be able to join us
and we look forward to seeing you.

Riding to defeat MND
Paul completed the 62 mile Ride It Wiltshire cycle
event on 22nd October. It was a personal challenge that was really important for him and
completed in memory of his mother-in-law,
Dorothy Foulds, who we lost to MND in 2006.
Here he is still smiling at the finish line. The going
was quite tough due to the winds from storm
Brian, but Paul managed to complete it in his
target time. And he’s raised £2,200 for the group amazing! Well done, Paul!
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National Services

National Office has published the following figures (for the first 10 months of
2017) to show how much their services are needed by pwMND and their
carers. The Association is able to provide services at the national level
which would be impossible for volunteers locally, which is why the Group
believes that its annual contribution to the Association is vital for the support
of people locally.

MND Benefits Advice Service
Are you receiving all you are entitled to? Since its launch last year, this
MNDA-run service has identified £1m worth of benefits people affected with
MND were eligible to claim! Call the MND Benefits Advice Service, free of
charge, on 0808 8010620.

Local support for local people
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Your Activities
Showtime in Swindon
On Saturday 4th November the North Wiltshire Group of the MND Association tried something new! We put on a show in the Swindon Arts Centre entitled Make Now Different (MND in case you missed it) to raise awareness
and funds.
The show was the brainchild of Group member Carrie Baxter, who lost her
Gramps to MND two years ago. It would be easy to be downbeat, but Carrie
wanted the evening to be a celebration in the face of this cruel disease. So
she phoned round her large list of friends and contacts.
Thanks to all the wonderful performers who freely gave their time and talents
to make such an enjoyable and memorable evening – to the Mini Pops from
Julie Scott’s Academy, and to local female singing groups, The Noteables
and The Songbirds, as well as professional performers Emily Gara, Rebecca
Gilliland, Hywel Dowsell, and Ben Vivian Jones (compere for the evening).
Thanks also to the many quiet people whose help behind the scenes and
front of house was logistically so important.

The full team: performers, front of house and behind the scenes.

Towards the close of the programme, The Noteables performed ‘I’ll be there
for you’, poignantly wearing their blue MND t-shirts! The t-shirts were out
again in force for the rousing finale, when all the performers were joined by
the enthusiastic audience in a defiant rendition of ‘Always look on the bright
side of life’.
With ticket and programme sales, a raffle and a merchandise stall, the
evening raised £1040. The level of awareness raised is more difficult to
quantify. Well done to everyone involved with this imaginative and
successful initiative.
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Ben Vivian Jones
The Noteables

The Songbirds
SOME PERFORMERS
Rebecca Gilliland

Hywell Dowsell

Mrs Scrumps Christmas Fair
Mrs Scrumps Christmas Fair was held on 5th December 2017 and we are
extremely grateful to Susannah Dibben for organising this to support MND
North Wiltshire Group. Susannah lost her father to MND and has been a
keen supporter of our work. Special thanks go to Emma and Giovanni Amati for allowing their marvellous home to be used again for this event. There
was a vast array of stall holders selling silver jewellery, handbags, scented
candles, homemade preserves and so much more. We sold MND Christmas cards, a range of homemade chocolates, handmade lavender hearts
and Christmas tree decorations, all of which proved popular with the
customers. The overall event has raised in excess of £1,500 for the North
Wiltshire Group and was a lovely introduction to the Christmas season.

Susanne, Anita and Alison get ready
for customers

5

Handmade chocolates proved
popular!

Things to Know
Useful Contacts

What’s On?

N Wilts Group website
www.mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk

20th March
Seend Support Meeting, Community Centre
21st March
Swindon Support Meeting, The Lawns
8th May
Seend Support Meeting, Community Centre
16th May
Swindon Support Meeting, The Lawns
20th May
Regional Conference, Bristol

N Wilts Group contact
info@mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk
or phone MND Connect
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/
MNDNorthWiltshire
Twitter @MNDNorthWilts
Letters will be forwarded from:
North Wiltshire Group, c/o MNDA,
PO Box 246, Northampton NN1 2PR
MND Connect 0808 802 6262

Support Meetings

MNDA national website
www.mndassociation.org

We hold support meetings in
Swindon at The Lawns Community
Centre Guildford Road, Swindon,
from 2pm-4pm. The next meetings
will be 21st March & 16th May.
Contact Susanne Webb on 07776
126994 or email
susanne.webb@gmail.com

MNDA Volunteering Team
01604 611681
MND Benefits Advice Service
0808 8010620
Neil Drinkwater, MNDA Regional Care
Development Adviser, email
neil.drinkwater@mndassociation.org
mob: 07831 349398

Alison Aviss, Anita Creamer & Martin
Brown hold support meetings at
Seend Community Centre, Rusty
Lane, Seend, Melksham SN12 6NS
from 2-4pm. The next meetings will
be 20th March and 8th May.
To contact Anita Creamer, email
anitacreamer@mndnorthwiltshire.
org.uk

Prospect Hospice 01793 813355
Dorothy House 01225 722988
Could you help us?
A big part of the Group’s purpose is to
raise funds to help support people locally
who are living with MND. Last year we
gave almost £6500 to help local families
with home adaptations and specialist
equipment—things like stair lifts and bathrooms. This money comes from donations
and from fundraising.
Often local families take the initiative, run
an event for friends and contacts, and
donate the proceeds. This is fabulous!
But we also raise money as a Group by
collections in-store, writing to local shops
and running stalls. We would like to mount
occasional large events, but we need the
right volunteers to do this. Do you have
the skills and experience to plan or lead a
team? If so, we’d love to hear from you.

All sessions are drop in. Come along
to share ideas, meet other members or
for a change of view! Volunteer
helpers also welcome.
The deadline for submission for the next
issue of the Newsletter will be
6th April 2018.
The editor would love to receive your
news, comment and photos for
inclusion: email him on
AndrewRSargent@gmail.com
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