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Support Meetings
We hold support meetings in
Swindon and Calne.
Swindon meetings are held
at The Lawns Community
Centre Guildford Road,
Swindon, from 2.15-4pm.
The next meeting will be
6th December.
Contact Susanne Webb on
07776 126994 or email
susanne.webb@gmail.com
Calne meetings are held at
The Masonic Hall, Stainer
Road, Calne, from 2.154pm. The next meeting will
be 15th December.
Contact Anita Creamer on
07827 421035 or email
billanitawill@btinternet.
com
All sessions are drop in.
Come along to share ideas,
meet other members and for
a change of view! Volunteer
helpers also welcome.

Chair’s welcome
Welcome to our Autumn newsletter.
The Group is very proud that own Heather Smith,
Vice Chair and Campaigns Contact, has been
elected as a Trustee of the Association. This is
very well deserved as Heather is a tireless
campaigner and supporter of our work and she
will make an excellent Trustee. In this issue, you
can also read about the updates to our website
and we thank Daniel who has worked very hard
on this.
We welcome Carrie Baxter as our new Social
Media Coordinator to complete our communications team.
Enjoy reading this issue and please do let us
have your news.

Alison Aviss

New Association Trustee
Huge congratulations to our Vice Chair and Campaigns
Contact, Heather Smith, who was elected as a Trustee of the
MND Association at the AGM on 10 September. The Association’s Board of Trustees is a group of volunteers who take
overall responsibility and act collectively to govern the organisation. This is an honour, but also represents a huge time
commitment for Heather.
Heather says: 'I am very proud and honoured to have been elected as a Trustee. I
am looking forward to working with my fellow Trustees to support the MND Association to increase the awareness of MND, develop more knowledge amongst health and
social care professionals, and improve the quality of life for people living with MND
and their families and friends.’

Applefest

North Wilts Group
New Look Website

The North Wiltshire Group were
delighted to be involved in this year’s
Applefest at Long Barn, Lower
Stanton St Quintin, raising £313.
Owners Gil & Elspeth Schwenk
generously donated profits from the
2016 apple harvest and invited us to
attend one of their apple picking days
which are taking place during
September and October.

When I joined the Group as webmaster it was clear that people were
not getting the most out of the
website, whether due to site navigation, slow page loading times,
screen readers not being able to
correctly describe images or simply
the clunky and disconnected
feel. We believe the web is for
everyone, and as such looked to see
where improvements could be
made, allowing easier access
regardless of device being used or
any impairment a user might have.
The Group agreed on a complete
redesign, so that, regardless of
whether a PC, tablet or phone is
used, the site will rescale seamlessly
delivering the same experience. We
also looked at the font, colours and
alternative texts for images to assist
visually impaired visitors who use
screen readers. We brought the
news feed to the main page and
incorporated feel-good imagery.

Our stall sold apple snacks, soup,
and an apple-based recipe book
giving some of the favourite recipes
of Group members and friends.

The North Wilts Group pagoda
attracts visitors at Applefest

At the same time it was a good
opportunity for a spring clean (OK
an autumn clean) of the content and
information, to ensure everything is
up to date and relevant so that our
service is the best we are able to
provide for the people we support
and those who just want to find out
more about MND and what the local
Group can do.
The redevelopment is now in its final
stages, so keep an eye out for the
launch coming soon!
Our web address will
not change.
The Group’s new webmaster, Daniel Reid.
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Community Matters

Golf raises funds for MND

Our grateful thanks to Waitrose
Melksham store for a Community
Matters donation of £600 to the
North Wilts Group, and to Sally and
John Howell for nominating us.

Once again, golfing friends of the
late John Daniel have contributed
to North Wilts Group fundraising.
John lived with MND and sadly
passed away in January 2014.
This year a fantastic £564 was
collected during play at the ‘John
Daniel Cup’ event. Many thanks
to all concerned – we hope you
had a great day despite the
weather!

Tea4MND
The Committee drinking Tea4MND at
the September meeting to celebrate
the first anniversary of the awareness and fundraising campaign. In
its first year the campaign has raised
almost £14,500 and has raised
awareness of MND too.

Disco fundraiser

A huge thank you to Keith & Jean
Miller and Roy & Karen George for
donating the proceeds of their
recent charity Soul & Motown Disco
to the North Wiltshire Group. The
donation was made in memory of
their late friend John Daniel, a local
man who suffered from MND.
The event, which raised £715, was
held at the Coleview Community
Centre who provided their hall free of
charge.
JustGiving

Don’t forget the Group’s JustGiving page.
Go to the homepage on our website,
www.mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk and scroll
down to the JustGiving box.

Local support for local people
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Useful Contacts

What’s On?

N Wilts Group website
www.mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk

3rd November

N Wilts Group contact
info@mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk
or phone MND Connect

1st December

Committee Meeting, Prospect Hospice, 7pm
Committee Meeting, Prospect Hospice, 7pm

6th December

Swindon Support Meeting, The Lawns

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/
MNDNorthWiltshire

15th December

Calne Support Meeting, Stainer Road
For 2017 dates for Support Meetings, contact
the organisers (details on front cover).

Twitter @MNDNorthWilts
Letters will be forwarded from:
North Wiltshire Group, c/o MNDA,
PO Box 246, Northampton NN1 2PR

Fantastic Family Fundraising

MND Connect 0808 802 6262

The North Wiltshire Group of the MNDA
and the Early Phase Clinical Trails Unit
(EPCTU) for cancer treatment at the
Churchill Hospital in Oxford have both been
awarded £1,400 by a local family.

MNDA national website
www.mndassociation.org
MNDA Volunteering Team
01604 611681

Sharon Watson and her family wanted to
help both good causes in memory of her
husband Paul Watson who was treated at
EPCTU and her father Raymond Jennings
who was supported by MNDA during his
battle with the disease. Over 180 people
attended the fundraising event, held at the
Supermarine Sports on Saturday 9 July.

Neil Drinkwater, MNDA Regional Care
Development Adviser, email
neil.drinkwater@mndassociation.org
mob: 07831 349398
Prospect Hospice 01793 813355
Dorothy House 01225 722988
Great North Runners
On 11th September our Campaigns
Contact, Heather, took on the Great North
Run for the third time. Over 270 people
were running to raise awareness and funds
for the MND Association. It is estimated
over £130,000 was raised! Staff from the
Association and volunteers from the Tyne
and Wear Branch were there to greet us as
we completed the 13.1 miles from Newcastle to South Shields. Heather said, 'It
was amazing to see so many people raising
awareness of MND. Every time I looked
round I could see runners in the blue and
orange, it was brilliant. Thanks to the Association and the Tyne and Wear branch... I
will be back in 2017.’

Our Chair, Alison Aviss, said ‘on behalf of
all the families affected by MND we are so
grateful for this donation. This equates to
us being able to provide funding for a stair
lift or towards a home adaptation’.

Barbara Crook, Sharon Watson and her mum
Pam Jennings, & Alison Aviss
The deadline for submission for the next issue
of the Newsletter will be 14th January 2017.
Email the editor: AndrewRSargent@gmail.com
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