north wiltshire group June 2016
Support Meetings
We hold support meetings in
Swindon and Calne. All sessions are drop-in.
Swindon meetings are held
at The Lawns Community
Centre, Guildford Road,
Swindon, from 2.15-4pm.
The next ones will be 21st
September and 16th
November.
Contact Susanne Webb on
07776 126994 or email
susanne.webb@gmail.com
Calne meetings are held at
The Masonic Hall, Stainer
Road, Calne, from 2.154pm. The next meetings will
be 18th August and 20th
October.
Contact Anita Creamer on
07827 421035 or email
billanitawill@btinternet.
com
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Chair’s welcome
June was MND Month of Awareness and our aim was to
support the national campaign, to promote the work of
the Association and hold events to raise awareness
locally.
This year the main campaign was Shortened Stories
(page 2). We also held events to promote the MND
Association’s Silence Speaks campaign (page 5).
Our big news is the new MND Clinical Care Coordinator
post, funded from Ice Bucket Challenge money (page 3)
and we welcome Dorinda Moffat who took up this vital
pilot post on 1st June.
Thank you all; your support is very much appreciated.

Alison Aviss

Tea & face paint at Chiseldon FC
Thanks to Chiseldon Football Club for inviting us
once again to participate in their young players
annual awards event by providing a cake and hot
Bake It!
drink stall. This year we added a new venture,
Sharon, Tom and Barbara held their
face painting, with Usha and Heather doing a
annual Bake It for MND on 4th June. A great job of transforming some young faces with
total of £210 was raised from the sale their artistry!

of cakes, breads, preserves and
plants. Thank you to all who contributed and supported.

We hope to have raised around £150 once the
remaining cakes have been sold. Thanks to all
who helped and baked, your support is very
much appreciated.

Heather, the Group’s Campaigns Contact, bravely shared her own experiences as
part of the MND Association’s nationwide awareness-raising campaign ‘Shortened
Stories’. The campaign focuses around the inspirational stories of real people
whose lives have been, or sadly will be, cut short by MND.
Heather helped develop a hard-hitting poster which tells the story of her partner,
Steve, whose life was cut short by MND in 2012. The poster (above) appeared on
buses, in railway stations and on the tube where it reached a huge audience.
Heather took part in the launch of the poster at Swindon station on 6th June, and a
photo appears on the cover of this summer’s Thumb Print.
Heather said: “It’s quite surreal having both of us on a poster but it’s a great privilege
to support the MND Association in this way. We wanted to show the things in his life
that were important to him. I asked friends and family what they thought and everyone said it was a great way for Steve to be remembered.”
The campaign is supported by a dedicated website www.shortenedstories.org
(Sources: Swindon Advertiser 7th June 2016; Thumb Print summer 2016)

Summer Breeze

Malmsbury stall

However it’s wasn’t all bad news as the North Wiltshire
Group benefited from £195 donated by several generous
festival goers in lieu of ticket refunds. Thank you.

Donations or enquiries, contact
Ruby Collison on 01666 822457

Our thanks to Lorna & Dennis Ford for
inviting us to participate in this year’s
Summer Breeze music festival at
Liddington. Sadly the June event was
cancelled, but we look forward to
being involved again in the future.
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The North Wiltshire Group will
be running a charity stall at the
Market Cross, Malmsbury, from
8am to 2pm on 30th July. If you
are in town, why not drop by to
say hello? And maybe buy
something too?

NEW! Clinical Care Coordinator for Swindon
The Motor Neurone Disease (MND)
Association has provided funding for a
new specialist MND Clinical Care Coordinator post in Swindon as a one year
pilot.



most timely service is provided to
all those affected by MND
Work closely with the MND Association, Association Visitors and the
North Wiltshire Group to ensure
that the best possible support is
being offered to families

Massive improvements have been seen
in care for people living with MND and
their families in the Wiltshire area, folWe welcome Dorinda Moffat to this new
lowing the appointment of a Specialist
post and are
Respiratory Physiotherapist there. This
very excited
was initially part-funded by a local family
to be working
before being funded by the Clinical
with her. The
Commissioning Group. We wanted to
Association
ensure people in Swindon were receivhas partnered
ing the same level of care.
with SEQOL,
the Health
Recognising the importance of equality
and
of care within the county, the MND AsSocial Care
sociation agreed to use funds raised
Social Enterfrom the Ice Bucket Challenge in 2014
prise that
to fund a MND Clinical Care Coordinator
provides compost for Swindon as a one-year pilot
munity serproject.
vices in
The aims are to:
Swindon, to create this part-time post.

Establish an effective MultiDorinda commenced in the role on 1st
Disciplinary Team approach for the
June 2016 and is already making a very
management and support of people
positive impact. She joins with physiowith MND and their carers in
therapy experience from Prospect
Swindon
Hospice, where she still works, and we

Design effective clinical pathways,
hope that an additional benefit of this
for example, respiratory managepilot will be to bring together community
ment and monitoring

Train community teams in the best and palliative care in the area.
practice management of MND, in- Neil Drinkwater, MND Association
troduce effective communication
Regional Care Development Adviser for
between disciplines, providing a
Bristol and West, will support a steering
more efficient service
group of stakeholders to monitor the

Raise awareness of the disease
progress of the role and build a case for
and likely complications with local beyond the one-year pilot to secure the
clinical teams and GPs
best possible care for people living with

Work closely with neurology cliniMND in Swindon for the future.
cians to ensure that the best and
In the photo above, Dorinda is wearing her half-marathon finisher’s medal over her
MNDA t-shirt. She raised £690, mostly for the MNDA North Wilts Group.
Congrats!

Local support for local people
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Swindon Old Town Open Gardens - Sunday 19th June

Susanne Webb, Association Visitor and North Wiltshire Group committee
member, opened her lovely garden to the public as part of the Old Town Open
Gardens event. Throughout the afternoon visitors enjoyed a cup of tea and
slice of homemade cake after wandering round Sue’s garden.
In all, 10 gardens and an allotment
were opened to visitors, offering
cream teas, refreshments, plant
and craft sales, as well as a chance
to look at some well tended flower
and vegetable beds. Money raised
from the event was shared by the
North Wilts Group of MNDA and
Zhest (Zimbwabe Health, Education and Sustainability Trust), each
receiving a fantastic £500.
Susanne also collected a further
£46.50 from charity boxes around
her garden.

Making the case for caring

On 7th June, during Carers’ Week, our volunteer Heather (left) was one of
several carers and people living with
MND who attended a parliamentary
reception on behalf of the Association. During the event they spoke
directly to about 12 MPs including
Justin Tomlinson MP (Minister for
Disabled People). They shared key
facts from the Association’s carers
survey 2015, and got across some
powerful messages about the
challenges they and others in their
position face.
Carers Week
We recognise the hugely important
role that partners, family members
and friends play in the care of
those affected by MND. So to
mark this, during Carers Week 612 June the North Wiltshire Group
sent a bespoke card (left) to all
those in a caring role in our area,
to let them know that we are thinking about them. We have been
delighted to hear how much our
carers appreciated receiving the
card.
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Useful Contacts

Silence Speaks

N Wilts Group website
www.mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk
N Wilts Group contact
info@mndnorthwiltshire.org.uk
or phone MND Connect
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/
MNDNorthWiltshire
Twitter @MNDNorthWilts
MND Connect 0808 802 6262
MNDA national website
www.mndassociation.org
MNDA Volunteering Team
01604 611681
Prospect Hospice 01793 813355
Dorothy House 01225 722988

Dorinda Moffat and colleagues from
Prospect Hospice mark Silence Speaks.

Alison, her husband Paul and friends Janis
The North Wilts Group committee conduct- and Derek Seely, who were all on holiday in
Italy, took part in a Silence Speaks event,
ed part of their June meeting in silence!
raising £100 (in forfeits!). Apparently, this
was made more difficult as they had all
Visit the web page:
enjoyed a trip to the local vineyard for a
www.mndassociation.org/silencespeaks wine tasting followed by a leisurely lunch!
Well done to you all.
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